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By Charles Kemp

The biggest fi reworks 
show I was ever involved in 
up until 2007 was setting 
my best friends Bobby and 
Thomas Smiths’ back yard 
ablaze with a Molotov cock-
tail when I was a very young 
and overly adventure-   some 
youth. Trust me when I tell 
you it wasn’t all my fault. I 
didn’t produce the Mason jar 
or gasoline and even though 
I participated in the tearing 
of an old sheet from their 
house I did not light it. I did, 
however, contribute to the 
hurling process to get the 
device away from me and 
was heavily involved in the 
hosing down the grass pro-
cess and the begging forgive-
ness action from their dad, 
Mr. Vernon Smith. And now 
that my youthful indiscre-
tion with arson is out in the 
open I can, with a very open 
and clear conscious, move 
to less hazardous and much 
more appealing fi reworks 
incidents.

Soon after I assumed the 
offi ce of Mayor in 2006 I 
engaged recreation director 
Mickey Williamson about his 
ideas on having a community 
fi reworks event. In the years 
between my grass burning 
cocktail

episode and 2006 local 
individuals would purchase 
their own supplies and invite 
neighbors over to set their 
own yard ablaze. I attended 
several of these rituals but 
no one ever mentioned mix-
ing up a “cocktail”, a mat-
ter I considered myself an 
expert on so I just “oohed” 
and “ahhed” with the oth-
ers. Didn’t ever seem quite 
enough for me.

After a few rounds of how 
to and what if we fi nally 
decided on a master plan. We 
were going to raise $500.00, 
travel to a popular S.C. 
fi reworks store, and blow it 
all on as much as we could 
pack in our trunk. Then we 
planned on getting the coast-
al/country band, Shrimp ‘n 
Grits, to play a few hours 
of sparkling local music fol-
lowed by 10 minutes of awe-
some sky lighting explosive-
ness. Never happened. And 
probably a good thing. Enter 
our town fi nance offi cer who 
brought up the “L” word-
liability. Seems a girl named 
“Sue” might be lurking out 
there amid the  down home 
fi reworks so Mickey and I 
poked our lips out, pouted 
for three days, and ended 
up  having to raise $2,500 
for our fi rst town fi reworks 
extravaganza. Added to the 

awesome 27 minute show 
that Melrose Pyrotechnics 
put on July 1st 2007  we 
had a local blue grass band, 
Kirk Nobles and his Xtreme 
Strength Team, and the 
incredible Val Humphrey, a 
Michael Jackson imperson-
ator for entertainment. At 
some point during the fi ve 
hour long event I turned to 
then police chief Robert Has-
sell and asked him how many 
folks he thought were in our 
community park. He esti-
mated 1,500. Shortly after-
wards an offi cer called him 
on his walkie-talkie to report 
“Chief, you couldn’t fi t a 
playing card on the grass lot 
next to town hall or across 
the street”. Crowd estimates 
for viewing the fi reworks 
that night top 5,000 from 
several miles away. 

Now 10 years and thou-
sands of “POW’S, “BANGS” 
“WHOMPS” and “BOOMS” 
later Fairmont is ready 
to unveil our 11th annual 
Fantastic Fourth Fireworks 
extravaganza Sunday 
evening  the 25th in com-
munity park with “SPARE 
CHANGE” playing a  free 
concert at the pavilion fol-
lowed around 9:30 with our 
usual awesome fi reworks 

AND………THE FUSE WAS LIT!!

 Photo by steve Humbert
Looking south down Main Street.
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Clothing and 
Such Warehouse

Ray and Edna Seals, Owners
facebook.com/clothingnsuch41

stores.ebay.com/clothingandsuch4u
104 Trinity St.  —  910-628-0575
3842 HWY 41  —  910-628-5444

show.  In between 2007 
and now we’ve enter-
tained thousands on 
blankets and lawn chairs. 
Plenty have shagged to 
such notable bands as 
Gold Rush, Too Much 
Sylvia, The Pizazz Band, 
munched on funnel cakes, 
hot dogs, hamburgers, 
and ice cream. Kids have 
slid down acres of plas-
tic slides, ridden a train 
around the parks track,  
and enjoyed playground 
equipment placed in the 
park in 2009. Thousands 
have craned their necks 
skyward to witness the 
fireworks which each year 
seems to get better and 
draw larger crowds. But 
none of this would have 
been possible without 

the steadfast support of 
both businesses, county 
commissioners, and many 
citizens. They’ve all 
dipped into their pockets 
to help pay for the enter-
tainment and fireworks. 
To them we owe so much 
gratitude. 

Now it hasn’t all been 
as rosy as a sky bound 
airburst. We’ve had to 
dodge a few raindrops 
like the year it started 
to rain around 8:45 and 
wasn’t quite dark enough 
for the fireworks yet 
but a decision had to be 
made so I called Mickey 
and asked where he was. 
“Standing next to the 
fireworks crew chief”, 
was his reply. “tell him 
to go”, I said and before 
I could holster my cell 
the first explosion was 
heard. Wasn’t exactly the 
right time but had to be 
done then. It’s been hot 

and dry too. The first 
year, 2007, it rained for 
30 minutes on the night 
before our first event 
and didn’t rain again in 
Fairmont for the next 
39 days. All in all, with 
the help of some close 
friends and a few whis-
pered “calm down’s” I 
have tried to remain less 
explosive than the fire-
works and between rain 
drops and heat bubbles 
our fireworks shows have 
always gone on. 

So what remains is 
for you to find your 
way down the highway, 
street, dirt road, or inter-
state to the “fireworks 
capital” of the universe 
on Sunday evening THE 
25TH  and  be enter-
tained by a great band 
and the very best fire-
works show in Robeson 
County. As Cajun cook 
and humorist Justin 
Wilson used to say , “I 
guaron-tee”. We’d love to 
have you help celebrate 
July 4th-FAIRMONT 
style.

Train rides for kids. Crowd dancing at 2015 event.

The Pizazz Band performs 2016.

Photos by steve Humbert and Jenny larson
Fireworks photographs from 2008-2016.
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910-733-7456 • 100 South Main Street • Fairmont, NC 28340
CALL TODAY to Reserve your fresh Seafood

Always Fresh Never Frozen
“The Only Fresh Fish in Town”

THE FISH HOUSE

Caught Fresh daily from Atlantic Beach & Hampstead

Monday and Tuesday 9:30 am-5pm, Wed. Closed, 
Thursday and Friday 9:30am-6pm and

Sat. 9:30am-4pm.
Clean at no charge

We carry spots, 
red snapper, 
black bass, 

flounder, and 
mullet.

Bring In This Ad

RECEIVE
a free drink with 

a purchase
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Compass Counseling
“Healing in the right direction”

Dawn Godwin Owens LCSW

601 N. Walnut Street
P.O. Box 1666

Fairmont, N.C. 28340

Office: 910-535-9041/ 910-535-9042
Fax: 1-888-280-9562/ 910-535-9043

• Mental Health Counseling • Educational Counseling 
• Play Therapy • Family Therapy • Community 

Resources • Accept Most Insurances and Private Pay
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Simulator Contest Hours: 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
June 24th 2017

Sales Event
One Day Only!

Instant Rebates

Registerfor 123BBlower
40000 Rebate on

MZ52 ZeroTurn Mowers in stock
Plus - Get FREE 525LS Trimmer

15000 Rebate - all “z” series ZeroTurn mowers in stock
15000 Rebate - all LS and XLS Tractors in stock

10000 Rebate - all YTH Tractors in stock

602 N. Walnut St.
Hrs: Mon  Sat 8 - 6:30    Sun 1 - 5

910-628-0600

The Hardware - Fairmont

Fun, refreshments and prizes while seniors play bingo. They play the first Saturday of every month 
12:00-2:00 at the Heritage Center in Fairmont, NC.

B-I-N-G-O


